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184 Book Notices. 

The season of 1903 took the explorers up the Hoh Lumba and Sasbon glaciers, 
two important ice streams lying closely parallel to each other, and heading north- 
ward on cols not far from the col that separates the Biafo and the Hispar glaciers. 
They later returned to Arandu and to the Chogo Lungma to complete the work of 
the previous season. They then went up the Bolucho and over a perilous col, 
with their entire caravan of coolies, down the Kero Lungma glacier, and up the 
Alchori to the col overlooking the Hispar glacier. They had hoped to retrace the 
Kero Lungma and go down the Hispar to Gilghit, but were prevented by the 
fears of the coolies. 

The entire course for the two seasons is plotted on an excellent folding map on 
a scale of 1:150,000, showing well the general topography as well as the moraines 
and other features of the glacial system. 

The story is vivaciously told and narrates with becoming modesty feats of the 
most difficult mountaineering. There are now and then passages of brilliant 
description of scenes of surpassing grandeur witnessed from points of great alti- 
tude. Pardonably, it would seem, years of conquest in the Himalaya make the 
Alps appear to the authors somewhat diminutive. They appreciate the freedom 
from man and the commonplace which mars too often the mountains of Europe. 

The would-be explorer in high altitudes will find much of useful experience 
and suggestion, particularly in the closing chapters, which discuss the manage- 
ment of coolies and the determination of altitudes by aneroids and other instru- 
ments. Interesting experiences are given concerning the physiological effects of 
high altitudes, more especially as attempts upon high peaks and cols required 
repeated pitching of camp at altitudes of from 15,000 to more than 19,000 feet. 
Many interesting records of high sun temperatures at great altitudes are given, 
100° F. being often approximated and sometimes exceeded,' while the shade 
temperature of noon would be 55 and the night temperature 20° or even near 
0°. The physiographer finds an interesting note (p. 274) on rapid weathering at 
high altitudes and would have welcomed fuller information on the glacial modi- 
fications of topography, and on possible former extensions of the glaciers in the 
valleys. 

These hardy explorers have given us a story of serious adventure which on no 
page allows the reader to relax his interest; and the wealth of splendid views, of 
which some are in colour, give at least some hint of the joy of adventure and 
supreme toil among the wildest scenes of nature. A. P. B. 

La Basse-Normandle. Etude de Geographic Regionale. Par 
Raoul de Felice, pp. 556, Map and Illustrations. Hachette & Co., Paris, 
1907. 
One of the thorough and admirable studies of regions in France, a number of 
which have appeared in recent years. In arrangement and treatment, it is a 
model worth the study of all writers on regional geography. The author includes 
in Low Normandy the calcareous "Campagnes" of Caen and Alencon, the argil- 
laceous lands of Bessin and the ancient terrains of Cotentin and Bocage. The 
large volume is given to this comparatively small area. Its physical geography, 
dealing with geological evolution, climate, hydrography, and the general aspects 
and divisions of Low Normandy, is treated in Part 1 occupying 216 pp. Part 2 
(331 pages) is devoted to anthropo-geography, the races and their moral and 
intellectual condition, peasant life, stock raising and agriculture, the extractive and 
manufacturing industries, ports and other commercial facilities, etc. The bibli- 
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ography, with explanatory text, fills 16 pages, and geological and meteorological 
tables are given in the appendixes. The illustrative material includes a large- 
scale geological map in colours and many black sketch maps and diagrams. 

Pekin to Paris. An Account of Prince Borghese's Journey 
Across Two Continents in a Motor Car. By Luigi Barzini. 

Introduction by Prince Borghese. 645 pp., Map, and 100 Illustrations. Mit- 
chell Kennerley, New York, 1908. Price, $5.00. 

Prince Borghese, known to fame as a motorist and traveller, and Mr. Barzini, 
an Italian journalist, were chosen in 1907 to attempt the feat proposed by the 
Paris Matin of travelling from Peking to Paris by motor car. Accompanied by 
the Prince'9 chauffeur, Ettore Guizzardi, they had a most eventful experience in 
crossing the mountains, deserts, and steppes, the rivers, woodlands, and quagmires 
of Asia and eastern Europe. Somehow or other the maphine and its occupants 
survived, and two months after leaving Peking the three weary travellers, in 
their battered car, pulled up at the Matin office in Paris. 

In his introduction, Prince Borghese remarks that "there are people who say. 
that our journey has proved one thing above all others, namely, that it is impos- 
sible to go by motor car from Pekin to Paris!" He goes on to say: 

After all, the paradox is a literally accurate statement of fact, and this is exactly what our journey 
has proved: that in the present year of grace it is impossible to go by motor car alone — comfortably 
seated on the cushions of the same — from Pekin to Paris. 

In writing this, the Prince had in mind the numerous breakdowns; helpless 
flounderings in bogs ; the car reposing on the bottom of rivers with natives enlisted 
from far and wide to fish it out; the impressive array of animals pulling the 
vehicle up steep mountain slopes; the hundreds of involuntary halts that punctu- 
ated the journey from beginning to end. It was not a pleasure excursion, and the 
machine was induced to hang together only by the most skillful and persistent 
tinkering. 

Mr. Barzini tells the story of the exploit with much vivacity. There is no 
end of incident and variety and text and pictures do them justice., The book is an 
entertaining account of a novel undertaking that is not likely soon to be repeated. 

Die deutschen Sudseo-Itiseln. Von Pastor C. Paul. 260 pp., and 
Map. C. Ludwig Ungelenk, Dresden, 1908. Price, 2.50 M. 

This book is Part 4 of the series "Die Mission is unsern Kolonien." It 
gives a clear description of the development and condition of the Christian mis- 
sions in Kaiser Wilhelm Land, the Bismarck Archipelago, the Carolines, Mar- 
shall Islands, and Samoa. The work is a good example of the kind of missionary 
literature that has some anthropo-geographical quality. It treats of the experi- 
ence of missionaries among primitive peoples, some of whom had scarcely been 
affected by white influences. The inhabitants are characterized as they were 
found, and the progress, great or small, that marked the labours of the foreign 
teachers is indicated. 

Corsica. An Island of Rest. By John Mitchel Chapman, viii and 
380 pp., Map, Illustrations, and Index. Edward Stanford, London, 1908. 
Price, 7s. 6d. 

In the course of many visits, the author has seen every corner of Corsica, and, 
like most visitors, he is in love with the island and its inhabitants. This charming 



